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Taylor Road Middle School

Syllabus, 2011-2012



Teacher:  
Mrs. Fetner
 

Course:
TAG Math 7A
Room: 917
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Telephone: 
770-740-7090
E-Mail: fetnert@fultonschools.org


Course Description
The Georgia K – 12 performance standards in mathematics draw upon the idea that leanness and rigor develop a cohesive curriculum for the development of higher mathematics.  In the Georgia Performance Standards, new content topics are introduced in every grade in middle school, making it impossible to justify skipping any course.  A vertical alignment of concepts replaces the repetition of concepts during the middle grades years with fewer concepts and more time to develop mastery of those concepts.  Depth of learning becomes the focus replacing breadth of learning.  Acceleration of students with exceptional mathematical talent should be achieved by increasing the rigor and depth of the existing standards at each grade level as opposed to skipping courses.

The Georgia Performance Standards Mathematics Curriculum is organized into five content strands: number and operations, measurement, geometry, algebra, data analysis and probability.  At each grade there are process standards that emphasize problem solving, reasoning, representation, connections, and communication.  These strands were developed by the National Council of Teachers of Mathematics and are consistent throughout the K-12 Mathematics Curriculum.  Instruction and assessment will include the use of manipulatives and appropriate technology.  Topics will be represented in multiple ways including concrete/pictorial, verbal/written, numeric/data-based, graphical, and symbolic.  Concepts will be introduced and used in the context of real world phenomena.

Projected Course Outline
	1st Semester:


· Integer & Rational Number Operations
· Similarity

· Variables in Expressions & Equations

· Solving Linear Equations
	2nd Semester:

· Direct and Inverse Variation

· Transformation Constructions
· Data Analysis


Textbook and Required Materials

Mathematics: Course 2, Holt – Replacement cost $55.00; Mathematics: Course 2, Holt workbook – Replacement cost $10.00
Students must bring the following to class everyday:

· Pencils (all work must be done in pencil)
· Red ink pens for checking work
· Loose-leaf notebook paper (no spiral notebook paper)

· ¼” graph paper
· 3-ring binder with three dividers
· Mathematics: Course 2 textbook

Homework:

Homework will be assigned nightly, including weekends. Students are expected to show all work for each problem given. Failure to show all work will result in points being deducted from their homework grade. Homework is due on the following day it was assigned, unless told otherwise.  At the beginning of each class, students are responsible for recording homework assignments in their agendas.
Make-up Work

FCBOE Policy JBC-Upon returning to school following an absence, it is the student’s responsibility to contact the teacher to request make-up work. Make-up work must be completed by the students within the time specified by the teacher. At Taylor Road Middle School, the student will be given the same amount of time to make up the work as the student was absent unless other arrangements are mutually agreed upon. The student will receive the actual grade on the make-up work if the absence was “excused”. Make-up work submitted late will receive partial credit.
Graded Tests/Assignments

Assignments and tests will be graded and returned to students on a timely basis. In order to properly grade all work, assignments which have a writing component may require more time to grade than assignments that do not have a writing component.  

Zeros are not permitted – Students are expected to complete all assignments.  

· Students will need to make arrangements to come in before school or after school to make up missed tests or quizzes.  Students should make these arrangements the day they return from being absent.

· A maximum of 70% credit can be earned for assignments that are turned in one day late.  

· A maximum grade of 50% can be earned for assignments turned in two or more days late.  

· Working lunch will be assigned to students who do not have homework on the day it is due.  

· Working lunch may also be assigned to complete other missing assignments.

Recovery Policy Provision for Improving Grades: (Fulton County School Board policy)
1. Opportunities designed to allow students to recover from a low or failing cumulative grade will be allowed when all work required to date has been completed (including homework) and the student has demonstrated a legitimate effort to meet all course requirements including attendance.
2. Teacher will determine when and how students with extenuating circumstances may improve their grades.
Extra Help

I am available before school at 8:00 on Tuesday, Thursday, and Friday and after school until 5:00 on Monday, Tuesday, and Thursday. Students must let me know in advance if they would like to come in for help and why. They should have specific concerns or questions prepared when they arrive. 
Parent Communication

The preferred method of communication is e-mail – fetnert@fultonschools.org. 
Classroom Rules/Expectations

Students are expected to follow the dress code, be on time, be prepared, be attentive, and participate actively in class. There will be absolutely NO chewing gum/candy. All mathematics work will be done in pencil. Please refer to Class Rules in the “Forms” section of student notebook for additional expectations.  Students will receive a detention if they earn three strikes for inappropriate behavior.

Grading





      Fulton County Grading Scale
Classwork/Investigations

20%


≥ 90

A

Homework


10%


80-89

B

Tests/Projects


40%


70-79

C

Quizzes



30%


≤ 69

F







             * any grade less 70 is failing
This syllabus is subject to change to accommodate for time restraints and meet the individual needs and interests of the students. Students will be notified of changes. Please visit the Department of Education website www.doe.k12.ga.us for an overview of the Mathematics Georgia Performance Standards
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